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On Nov. 24, all 286 pilots employed by the Venezuelan airline VIASA went on strike to demand a
salary hike of over 200%. In September, the Spanish airline Iberia and a Venezuelan consortium
acquired a 60% stake in the Venezuelan carrier for US$145.5 million. The strike came after talks
between VIASA and union leaders broke down, and forced the cancellation of four flights Sunday
and another 10 which had been scheduled for Monday. Company management spokespersons said
the strike would cost the company US$1.4 million per day. Pilots are demanding an increase from
US$900 to a minimum US$3,000 per month. The company offered US$2,300 on condition that pilots'
per diem be reduced from US$142 to US$90. The union rejected the offer. Since September, VIASA
pilots have been demanding that their salaries be brought up to par with Spanish counterparts. On
Nov. 25, VIASA public relations chief Carmen Emilia Teruel told Spanish news service EFE that the
pilots continue the strike, and representatives of management and the pilot union were convened
at Labor Ministry offices in Caracas. Jorge Atilano, secretary for the pilot union, said Iberia pilots
receive US$13,000 per month, but offers VIASA counterparts only US$2,300. According to Atilano,
the two groups of pilots fly the same planes on the same routes, receive identical training, and are
equally skilled professionals. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 11/24/91; EFE, 11/25/91)
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